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Artificial Intelligence in the UK ... 

he recent US State Visit heralded a 
‘Tech Prosperity Deal’ which 

envisions an investment of over £30 
billion in the UK led by Google, Microsoft 
and the chip maker Nvidia. The UK 
government claim that AI is being 
integrated across various UK sectors, 
such as healthcare, finance, and public 
services which should drive economic 
growth and enhance productivity – 
although ethical and societal concerns 
remain important considerations, not to 
mention the huge energy needs. One of 
the developments is the creation of a 
supercomputer to be built in Loughton, 
Essex. The UK is said to be the third 
largest AI market in the world after the 
US and China. 
I have read about the following 
examples of AI in practice:- 

 Healthcare: The NHS AI Lab is 
developing AI tools for analysing X-
rays and supporting diagnosis, as 
well as for remote patient 
monitoring.  

 Public Services:  The Food 
Standards Agency uses AI to 
predict food hygiene risks, while 
various departments use AI to 
combat fraud and improve 
efficiency.  

 Education: The government has 
deployed an AI teaching assistant 
to help teachers with tasks such as 
lesson preparation, saving them 
significant time.  

 
I am sure that many early investors in AI 
companies are sitting on significant 
paper profits but wonder whether 
another dot.com crash is just around the 
corner. 

But what about the impacts on 
employment? Some HR professionals 
believe AI could create more higher-
level roles for graduates and allow 
them to focus on more strategic work 
rather than taking away 
opportunities. Conversely, others fear 
AI will drastically reduce graduate-level 
roles, potentially leading to long-term 
unemployment and underemployment 
for the current generation. PwC is 
cutting 200 entry-level positions as 
artificial intelligence reshapes the 
workplace, leaving many Gen Z 
graduates facing greater challenges 
in launching their careers. The firm’s 
U.K. chief admitted that graduate 
hiring is “under pressure” due to 
advancing technology and global 
economic headwinds. 

However, public attitudes towards AI vary. 
UK adults are more inclined to view AI as a 
risk for the economy (39 per cent) than an 
opportunity (20 per cent), according to a 
new poll conducted by the Tony Blair 
Institute for Global Change (TBI) and Ipsos. 
Moreover, 38 per cent of respondents in 
the same survey cite lack of trust in AI as a 
barrier to adoption. 

I personally have no fear that AI will 
take over the world from a ‘control’ 
perspective because no computer 
ever did anything it was not taught 
to do by a human but I do fear it will 
drive the relentless march to prevent 
live human contact which seems to get 
progressively worse – have you ever 
called a so-called help line that is not 
experiencing ‘high volumes of calls 
today’ or continually imploring you to go 
online. I ordered a prescription from my 
surgery today where there was a free 
field to add comments if needed. I noted 
that the lead-in said that my comments 
‘… may not be responded to or even 
read …’. They cannot be serious! 

Then there are the relentless requests to 
complete a survey every time you buy 
something or use a service. I did 
complete a survey on my purchase of a 
pack of AA batteries, praising the perfect 
dimensions of each battery and its 
voltage – I don’t think it was published! 

 

Essex Shire Hall Trust (ESHT) ... 

n May 2025, I met up with Malcolm 
Noble, Chair of the ESHT to discuss 

progress on plans for the Shire Hall. 

The lease with Essex County Council is 
now signed and there is a 3-year window 
for the necessary action to be taken 
including outstanding matters with 
Chelmsford City Council (CCC) – such as 
risk assessments, disabled access, boiler 
replacement etc. The top floor and two 
former court areas on the ground floor 
are reserved for commercial 
exploitation by CCC (subject to ESHT 
approval) which it is hoped will meet 
ongoing running costs. The middle floor 
and remaining areas on the ground floor 
are community areas which will be used 
to showcase Essex heritage/culture 
exhibition/displays which will of course 
include a significant Marconi presence. 
It is anticipated that Marconi items 
currently in the Chelmsford Museum at 
Oaklands Park will eventually move to 
the Shire Hall. 

Malcolm asked for MVA support for 
various applications for Lottery funding 
to meet the estimated £8.7m costs of 
preparing the Shire Hall for its new role. 
A letter of support was duly sent to 
Malcolm which noted the time and 
expertise freely provided by Veterans in 
previous exhibition scenarios. 

I will try and provide an update at our 
2026 Reunion. 

Broadcast Engineering 
Conservation Group (BECG) 

n September 2025, I visited the 
Broadcast Engineering Museum 

located in the Sergeant’s mess of the 
former RAF Hemswell near 
Gainsborough in Lincolnshire. One of its 
claims to fame is that it was used for the 
ground filming of the 1954 war film, The 
Dambusters. The occasion was BECG 
Heritage Open Day weekend, and I was 
amazed to see so much television studio 
and transmission equipment in one 
location all professionally presented and 
described. 
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Amazingly, a number of the displays 
were in full operation including vintage 
Marconi TV cameras, videotape editing 
equipment and Telecine (film to tape) 
equipment. The live displays were 
manned and maintained by dedicated 
former Marconi engineers. 
Outdoors, there was a former Tyne Tees 
outside broadcast van and a working 
uplink van which would have been used 
to beam live transmissions from remote 
locations such as racecourses. The 
uplink van was staffed by a current BBC 
engineer. There was even an old TV 
Detector van, but I wasn’t asked for my 
TV licence! 
Overall, a great day and my lasting 
impression was the sheer enthusiasm of 
all the volunteer staff. If you are ever in 
the area, then the museum is well worth 
a visit. 

 

Found in a flea market ... 
uring the summer, I found myself in 
the Pantiles district of Tonbridge 

Wells and wandered into a flea market.  

 

Amongst all the antiques, I found this 
Marconi Instruments Wide Range R-C 
Oscillator TF 1370A looking in excellent 
condition. I also found a very detailed 
operation and maintenance manual 
online which was dated 1965. I didn’t 
ask the price …! 

Reunion news ... 

2025 saw our first Annual Reunion at our 
new venue – the County Hotel in 
Chelmsford. The logistics seemed to 
work well for all our attendees, and I 
think the quality of the meal and the 
service was very acceptable – I didn’t 
hear any complaints! I was conscious 
that the available space was somewhat 
more cramped than our previous venue 
at Pontlands so we will look to see if we 
can make some improvements by 
moving the display items to another 
location. The rather ancient PA system 
was a bit of a challenge but thanks to 
Mark, we eventually got it working and 
it seemed to function as intended. Many 
thanks to our President, Chris Axcell and 
guest speaker, Adam Wood for their 
insight into the latest technology – it was 
good to remind ourselves that things 
have moved on since we struggled with 
the ubiquitous crystal set. Guess what – 
you can still buy one from Amazon for 
£18.50! 

Moving on to the 2026 Annual Reunion 
– we are celebrating the centenary of 
the formal establishment of the British 
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) which 
actually happened on 1 January 1927 
although the first broadcast was back in 
1922 of course. I am pleased to welcome 
Veteran Dr. Paul Marshall (Chair of BECG 
– see above) as our President for 2026 
and Associate Robin Stevens as our 
guest speaker. Both have a history in 
Marconi’s long association with the 
Broadcasting industry. My thanks to our 
Patron Peter Turrall for sorting out the 
invitations to our speakers. I look 
forward to seeing you all on Saturday 18 
April. More details will be included in 
the usual invitation which will be mailed 
to all our current members in addition to 
full details being posted on our website.  
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And finally ... 

 have been contacted by the trustees 
of the Marconi Companies Charitable 

Fund who are seeking to enhance public 
awareness of the existence of the fund 
and to work with the Essex Community 
Foundation from an administrative 
viewpoint. I envisage there will be a link 
on our website so if you know of any 
former Marconi employees (or their 
dependants) who need financial support 
then please direct them to our website. 

Once again, my thanks to Leonardo UK 
for assistance with our newsletter 
printing and postage costs.  This ongoing 
support is invaluable and very much 
appreciated. 

I could not fulfil my role without the 
support of the Management Committee 
and particularly Colin for all his hard 
work as Secretary and to Mark for his 
diligence in editing this Newsletter and 
keeping our website up to date. 

See you all at our next Reunion on  

18 April 2026. 
 

Secretary’s Soapbox 

by Colin Fletcher, Secretary 

A lot can happen in 6 years 

t’s hard to believe it’s been over six 
years since I took over the role of 

Secretary from Barry. 

In those six years the Reunion venue has 
been forced to change twice, endure the 
COVID lockdowns and liaise with new 
management at Basildon. All this 
involved a lot of the usual Marconi 
ducking and diving to keep events 
running smoothly. 

Why the reasons for the venue changes? 
The first change was to move from 
Hamptons, formerly the Marconi 
Athletic and Social Club. The impetus for 
the move was due to the lack of alcohol 
being served on the premises. This was 

not surprising as the previous owners, 
Hamptons, sold the premises to the 
Chelmsford Muslim Society. 

Meanwhile, before the sale of 
Hamptons and as preparations were 
underway, COVID struck and a lockdown 
was announced. It was at this time 
Hamptons sold the business at Beehive 
Lane. 

So began the first search for a new 
suitable venue for the 2021 Reunion 
with the following criteria: can host as 
many as 150 diners, access by public 
transport, sufficient parking, reasonable 
prices and of course a bar serving 
alcohol. In addition a connection, 
however tenuous, with Marconi would 
be an advantage. And so Pontlands Park 
was selected; it being close to the 
Baddow Research Centre and also the 
Chain Home Tower at Baddow had just 
been listed as Grade II by the 
Department for Digital, Culture, Media 
and Sport on the advice of Historic 
England. 

Now the ducking and diving begins. 
COVID had thrown the cat amongst the 
pigeons. It was pretty obvious that a 
2020 Reunion would have to be 
cancelled. But what about future 
Reunions? This is where the expertise of 
our Vice-Chairman, Eric Peachey, and his 
knowledge of the Constitution and the 
legal requirement in respect of the 
holding of Annual General Meetings 
(A.G.M.), proved invaluable. Thus the 
84th Reunion and A.G.M. were 
scheduled for 18th September 2021 in 
the expectation that the COVID 
lockdown would be over and Annual 
Reunions could resume. Fortunately this 
worked out and after the 85th Reunion 
and A.G.M. on 2nd July 2022  the 86th and 
87th Reunions and A.G.M.'s were held in 
the April of 2023 and 2024 respectively. 

In spite of lockdowns and precautions 
we lost many Veterans to the Covid 
blight. Don Mott our Treasurer at the 
time was one of the many sad losses. 

It was while organising the 87th Reunion, 
Pontlands announced that the Marquee, 
in which the Reunions were held was 
being taken down. This meant that 

Pontlands could no longer host our 
numbers for future Reunions. This was 
perhaps a blessing in disguise as the 
menu in 2024 was disappointing. 
Whether this was due to poor menu 
selection or low quality cuisine is 
debatable. 

It was time, once again, to select a new 
venue. 

This time it was a little easier as many 
possible venues had already been 
identified. The final decision was to 
select the County Hotel; it was easily 
accessible by public transport, had a 
reasonably sized car park, the prices 
were in the right price range and the 
menu was more traditional. The one 
potential problem was the requirement 
to register one’s car when using the car 
park. 

Meanwhile back at Basildon, it’s 2024 
and the senior management changes. 
This means generating a new support 
network. After a few email exchanges 
contact is established. This is important 
for the Association as Basildon provides 
excellent support for our printing, 
postage and stationery requirements. 
Believe it or not this is one of the 
enjoyable duties as Secretary as it 
means a trip to Basildon and meeting 
with some former colleagues and 
acquaintances. 

On the subject of enjoyable duties it is 
always a pleasure to see Members 
having a good time at the Reunion. Long 
may it continue. 

Here’s looking forward (sic) to the next 
six years. 

 

Website and Newsletter 

by Mark Watson-Lee 
Website: www.marconi-veterans.org 
Email: newsletter@marconi-
veterans.org 

he previous Newsletters I have 
edited used Microsoft Publisher to 

format the content. Microsoft have now 
decided to retire the Publisher 
application, so this year I have used 
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Microsoft word, which does now seem 
to have all the features which I use for 
the Newsletter. So the layout/format is 
adjusted to look similar to the previous 
Newsletters.  

With the Newsletter my task is basically 
to format whatever articles members 
have submitted to me during the 
previous year, so the content and size of 
the Newsletter entirely depends on our 
members contributions. 

Please note that some of the opinions 
contained in the articles may not be 
those of the Veterans’ Association. 

Thank you to Eric who helps with the 
proof reading. 

If you have any article suitable for the 
2027 Newsletter please email 
newsletter@marconi-veterans.org or 
send to the Secretary. 

 

The Úvarp Føroya MF 
transmitter site – Tórshavn 

By Ian JD Anderson 

Introduction by Dave Porter 
G4OYX:  

 
Ian JD Anderson is a broadcaster and 
company secretary and part owner, 
with his wife Inga, of the Shetland 
Islands Broadcasting Company (SIBC). 
Ian read the Tricks of the Trade article 
in Signal [1] where elevated earth mats 
where mentioned. This prompted him 
to contact G4OYX and send a full 
description of the earth system 
employed for the former Faroe Islands 
MF transmitter site. Ian had paid a visit 
in 1987 to the homeland of his wife 
Inga. She is 15 generations away from 
leaving Faroe, where all the rest of her 
relations have now died out, but her 
family is thriving in Shetland. The 
following is Ian Anderson’s report on 
the site visit. 

Overview  

he Úvarp Føroya Manager, NJ Arge 
and a producer, Tróndur Djurhhuus 

showed us around the radio station. 
Tróndur also arranged a visit to the 
transmitters. This was more difficult 
than may seem, since the transmitters 
are operated by different divisions of 
the government than the radio station. 
The medium wave site is operated by 
the Telegraphs Department and the FM 
and TV sites by the Telephones 
Department. It took some time but 
arrangements were made and a 
message to that effect awaited us on our 
return to the hotel later that day after 
our visit to Inga's ancestral home of 
Nólsoy. 

MF transmitter  

Figure 1. Long-time engineer Vagn 
Erik Michelsen with the Marconi 5 
kW MF transmitter from 1956 but of 
a design dating from 1941 

he MF transmitter site has remained 
mostly unaltered for 30 years. The 

transmitter is an elderly Marconi design, 
capable of around 5 kW. When it is on 
air, the electricity meter whisks around 
at a rate of 27 units an hour! It is 
definitely in its last year or two with the 
last set of output valves, specially made 

by Marconi, now resting in the corner of 
the transmitter building. The transmitter 
site is on the road out of Torshavn near 
Hotel Borg. This is the ship-to-shore 
LF/MF/HF site with about ten antennas 
held up by detuned lattice masts. The 
main Úvarp Føroya antenna is slung 
between one of those and a wooden 
mast with the spreader cables for the 
top loading wires attached to further 
masts. The antenna consists of a fairly 
short vertical element (four wires), 
possibly about 25 metres high at most, 
with eight top wires, four connected 
directly to the verticals. An open-wire 
feed line is carried on poles from the 
transmitter hut to the tuning hut. For 

the earthing system, the 
ground is stony and 
unsuitable for 
(under)ground radials. 
Instead, about ten radials 
mounted on poles are 
stretched out in an uneven 
pattern (which must affect 
the directivity of the 
antenna but no one knew if 
measurements had ever 
been made). The entire 
system is not capable of a 

high level of modulation and the 
Telegraph Department is usually happy 
with about 30%. 

The replacement transmitter is most 
likely to be a 200 kW AEG-Telefunken 
and the aerial will be a base-fed quarter 
wavelength radiator 141 metres high. 
The transmitter type and site (in 
Suðuroy) is still a "state secret” but we 
guess the site is in the high, but soft, 
ground near the centre of the island just 
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north of Vagur. The new transmitter will 
be run by the Telephones Department 
(TFL). The choice of the 200 kW, as 
approved on the 1978 Geneva Plan, 
seems to have been made by the 
Government against some professional 
advice. Some preferred a modest-
powered replacement to cover the 
islands and thus keep capital and 
running costs down and others 
preferred something like two 50 kW 
Marconi. However, the Government 
wished to take up the full allocated 200 
kW and use it to broadcast as far south 
as Ireland and Scotland, although 
potential programming remains a 
mystery. Certainly, the cost to Úvarp 
Føroya of the present transmitter, a 
bargain at £600 a year, will have to 
increase if only to pay the £200,000 a 
year electricity bill for the new 
transmitter. We must thank a wonderful 
character, Vagn Erik Michelsen, the MF 
transmitter engineer for its entire life, 
for kindly showing us around and telling 
us the most wonderful stories. Figures 
1,2 and 3 show pictures of the long-gone 
Úvarp Føroya site outside Tórshavn, all 
taken in August 1987. 

 

Figure 3. General view of Tórshavn 
site with transmitter building feed 
point right, tuning hut in distance, 
FM radio and TV mast at Húsareyn 
in far distance 

Akraberg Transmitter  

he new 531 kHz MF site at Akraberg, 
eventually opened in the early 

1990s. It has a 147-metre single-mast 
radiator. From 2006, the transmitters 
are a 100 kW Thomson (83 kW DRM) 
and a 50 kW Thomson standby, now on 
possibly 5 kW though it is listed in the 
World Radio and TV Handbook at 10 kW 
and now can hardly be heard on normal 
radios on the east side of Shetland. 
There is no information on the present 
earthing system and as to whether they 

experienced the lack of a decent ground 
area due to the terrain. Issue 75 During 
test transmissions in 2006, all beacons 
below 500 kHz were wiped out. The 
author had to liaise between Thomson, 
UK authorities and the notoriously 
uncommunicative Faroese. There is FM 
radio and TV in the Faroe Islands but 
these facilities are not covered in this 
article.  

Reference 1. D Porter G4OYX. Tricks of 
the Trade. Signal 2025, 74 (February), 
34−40 

 

Musings 
by Colin Fletcher 

t’s strange how one thought can lead 
to something that’s totally different. 

Just the other day, for no particular 
reason, the phrase ‘Carbon based life 
forms have no sense of fun’ sprung to 
mind. A line from one of the radio 
broadcasts of ‘A Hitchhiker’s Guide to 
the Galaxy’. 

It was the phrase ‘Carbon based life 
forms’ that prompted me to think of 
other based life forms, specifically 
Silicon based life forms. After all there is 
more than enough sand on the world’s 
beaches for such life to evolve. 

Then the penny dropped, there already 
exists Silicon based life forms, after a 
fashion. There’s Grok, ChatGPT and 
Claude AI to name but a few, 
masquerading (?) as Artificial 
Intelligence! And they are reproducing 
at an alarming rate! 

 (Alternative Intelligence) 

 

The Art Deco Marconi Men 
and the Story of a Marconi 
Sign… 
by Tim Wander 
 

fter World War 1, the huge Marconi 
Company began producing non-

military receivers, principally for the 
amateur radio market. In December 

1923 as the BBC was formed The 
Marconiphone Company Limited 
produced the first ever commercial 
radio sets. In December 1929 The 
Marconiphone Company was sold to the 
Gramophone Company, along with the 
right to use the trademark 
‘Marconiphone’ and the copyrighted 
signature logo ‘G. Marconi’ for its 
domestic receivers. The Marconi 
business model had always been based 
around the fact that the majority of its 
radio equipment was leased. In 1929 the 
Company set up a series of sales and 
repair centres, creating a new industry 
in radio servicing using as its logo two 
stylised art deco ‘Marconi Men’. These 
undoubtedly took their design 
inspiration from Fritz Lang’s 1927 film 
Metropolis.  
 
However, these sales and service 
departments only lasted for around 18 
months and the ‘souvenir items’ that 
they issued (or sold?) are now 
increasingly collectable. There were sets 
of playing cards, a small pipe or pen 
knife, cufflinks, banners and a label 
badge – probably others featuring the 
‘robot’ Marconi men. Let me know if you 
have found any others!  
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There was one other example in the 
form of heavy duty cast iron and then 
enamel painted sales signs that were 
hung outside the shops. These are 
actually 2 part heavy castings bolted 
together. 
Until this year the only example I knew 
of was in the Oaklands’ museum 
collection – but that sign is actually on 
loan from The Oxford Bodleian 
collection, so I assume it has come full 
circle as it was part of the original 
collection once housed at Great Baddow 
all those years ago.  

 

The Oxford sign also looks to be in 
perfect condition, but a closer 
inspection shows that at some time (I 
wonder if by Marconi apprentices?) it 
has been heavily and somewhat clumsily 
restored/ completely repainted - with in 

some areas incongruous/incorrect 
colours. It also doesn’t match the 
famous Marconiphone logo of the time 
as Marconi’s signature straddled the 
world using radio.  
 
I have no idea how signs were made or 
supplied back in 1929 - it seems that all 
the signs apart from the 
Oxford/Oakland’s example were either 
returned or destroyed in 1931- when the 
Gramophone Company became Electric 
and Musical Industries (EMI).  
 

 
However, late last year, another sign 
turned up in a remote Scottish auction 
house - so I bought it and postage was 
more than the sign - it’s not light! This 
“new”/old sign has also been part 
repainted (probably to sell it) in places, 
but still has much of its original, but 
damaged paint in place. A detailed study 
while wearing the appropriate anoraks 
has allowed us to determine the original 
colours for the whole sign (this involved 
lots of scraping and some solvent, but all 
ok as I’m now not bound by museum 
rules)...and in the two images above you 
can all play spot the differences….but I 
do like the Art Deco New Street with its 
masts(s)…. 
 
So I have decided to restore this very 
rare and 95-year-old historic item, while 
trying to retain as much original paint 
and patina as possible, we (well an 
expert sign writer/restorer) will remove 
the crude overpaint/spray and fill in 
damaged and discoloured areas and 
match the correct colours in the correct 
places – Interestingly both signs have 

the same flash/lightning broken off at 
the same point – classic design error 
fatigue point I guess -  but ‘we’ are 
making a replica to fit. 
 
So a fun project for me. Some light 
reading for you…. and then.. well .. I’ll 
probably end up lending it to the 
museum - - I don’t have a wall strong 
enough to hang it on. When ‘we’ have 
finished I will send an image up to the 
Journal – I will be looking for a full front 
cover feature!  

 

Marconi radio operator, 
Titanic 
from John White 

n April 18, 1912, New York Harbour 
witnessed a poignant moment in 

the aftermath of the Titanic tragedy. 
Harold Bride, the junior wireless 
operator aboard the ill-fated liner, was 
carried off the RMS *Carpathia* on a 
stretcher. His feet were bandaged from 
frostbite and injury, his face pale with 
exhaustion, but he had survived one of 
history’s most infamous nights at sea. 
Bride had been one of the last to leave 
the sinking ship, and his ordeal was 
nothing short of heroic. 

As the Titanic struck the iceberg and 
chaos erupted, Bride and his superior, 
Chief Wireless Operator Jack Phillips, 
worked tirelessly in the Marconi room, 
sending out SOS calls to any ship within 
range. Even as freezing seawater 
flooded their cabin, they continued their 
transmissions. “Phillips was a brave 
man,” Bride later recalled. “I will see him 
standing there until the water was 
almost to his knees, still sending 
messages.” Bride managed to escape 
the ship, landing on the overturned 
Collapsible B lifeboat, clinging to life in 
the icy Atlantic with Second Officer 
Charles Lightoller and others. 

Despite his crushed feet and deep 
fatigue, Bride assisted Harold Cottam, 
the Carpathia’s wireless operator, 
during the voyage back, relaying 
survivors’ names to anxious families. His 
commitment didn’t end with rescue—
his first-hand testimony before the U.S. 
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Senate Inquiry provided crucial insight 
into the Titanic’s final hours. Bride’s 
resilience, calm under pressure, and 
loyalty to his fallen colleague made him 
a symbol of professionalism in the face 
of catastrophe. He bore physical and 
emotional scars for the rest of his life, 
but his actions ensured that the Titanic’s 
last desperate calls for help were heard. 
Harold Bride did more than survive—he 
served, with courage and conviction, 
until the very end. 

 

O little town of Benghazi 
by Robin Stevens 

 couple of years ago I was saddened 
to hear that the dams on the 

outskirts of Derna in Libya had burst, 
causing severe flooding and much loss of 
life. I worked in Derna some 55 years 
ago, installing a TV transmitter in the 
town. 

Marconi Communication Systems had 
secured a contract to install TV 
transmitters at eight locations in Libya 
along the North Africa coast, from 
Tripoli to Tobruk. It was not a 
comfortable country to work in and 
none of the married engineers were 
prepared to go out there. So four of us 
youngsters, in our mid-20s, went out for 
about eight months to pull the project 
together. 

There were sub-contractors to build 
modest huts for the equipment, install 
diesel generators, build 400 ft masts and 
install the aerials. We just had to install 
the equipment, get each transmitter site 
working and get the Ministry of 
Information to accept them – and pay 
for them. We started in Tripoli and 
moved eastwards, commissioning the 
transmitter in Derna towards the end of 
the project. 

Working conditions were not very 
salubrious. The country was alcohol-free 
and our main meal each day was usually 
camel steak and salad. We had two 
Toyota land cruisers and two VW beetles 
to move ourselves and the test 
equipment around in. There was 
nothing much to do except work and so 

we worked for seven days a week, to 
keep ourselves amused. We had to send 
occasional reports back to Chelmsford 
by fax and I remember one evening, as a 
product of modest boredom, writing a 
report as an alternative version of the 
Christmas carol ‘O little town of 
Bethlehem’ – hence the title of this 
piece. 

O little town of Benghazi, 
just waiting, there you lie! 
Around thy deep and dreamless sleep 
the donkey carts go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets radiates 
the picture and the sound; 
the hopes and fears of engineers 
on Channel Five abound. 

At each site there was a group of locals 
who seemed to attach themselves to us, 
I think wanting to be paid as watchmen. 
The only communication we had with 
the outside world was the BBC World 
Service and I remember early into our 
stay that I was listening to the 
Remembrance Sunday service from the 
Cenotaph in Whitehall. I couldn’t 
persuade the locals to be quiet as I 
wished to listen to a two-minute silence 
on the radio! 

In Benghazi our task was to install a 
second transmitter to double the power 
output and hence enlarge the area of 
coverage. Having completed the work, I 
drove about 50 miles along the coast 
with a signal strength meter and, at an 
agreed time, the two transmitters would 
be turned on and I would take a reading 
on the meter, to prove that all was well. 
The agreed time came – and went – and 
my meter didn’t record anything. I 
waited a further couple of hours and 
then drove back to Benghazi to discover 
that my colleagues had been put under 
armed arrest by the soldiers guarding 
the transmitter. Apparently the extra 
power had caused the aerial to break 
down and the soldiers naturally accused 
us of sabotage! I, of course, was arrested 
when I arrived. 

We talked among ourselves and decided 
that it would be safer to get out of the 
way of the guns. So, in the dark, we 
climbed the transmitter tower and 
waited. Sometime later there were the 

sounds of activity on the ground and so 
we climbed back down to investigate. 
Someone in authority had flown down 
from Tripoli and we were able to explain 
the situation. We managed to get the 
transmitter working at low power and, a 
few days later, engineers from the 
Italian company that had installed the 
aerials arrived to effect repairs. Within a 
week the two transmitters were working 
well together. 

The consul in Benghazi invited us to 
dinner as the contract came to an end. 
We had had no alcohol for many months 
and he kindly gave us each a can of light 
ale. I was amazed at the effect that a 
small can of ale can have when you have 
had no alcohol for several months! 

I have no idea how the transmitters 
fared in the ensuing years but I have to 
assume that they have been superseded 
by more modern equipment. Anything 
that may still have been standing has, I 
guess, in Derna been washed away by 
the devastating floods. 

 

Typing Pool Days !! 
by Janice Durell 

hy not tell you a few things we 
saw happen from the windows of 

Elettra House during 1970s  in the 
Typing Pool days 

In those days, opposite Elettra House, 
there were fields where horses used to 
be kept. One day, they escaped and ran 
riot around Westway roads.   Caused 
havoc on those roads, as you can 
imagine. 

Another time a convoy of army lorries 
happened to come to a standstill outside 
Elettra House.  As we were all young 
'ladies' then, great excitement erupted 
with lots of attention being paid both 
ways.  

The one that really sticks in my mind was 
when the back axle of a hearse snapped, 
the back end collapsed AND the coffin 
slipped out on to the road.   It was 
actually stuck there for quite a while 
until a replacement hearse came to its 
rescue.   Oops !! 
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I remember a very sad day when one of 
those lorries carrying iron girders lost 
some of its load and fell on to a car,  
killing the occupant.   Awful. 

We saw several lorries overturn due to 
the camber of the road around the 
roundabout.   I bet it’s still the same ?? 

I'm sure there were others. 

 

MK IV b/w Cameras 
by Hugh Carter, Ottawa, Canada 

 was a Technician apprentice from 
1957 to 1962. I ended up trying to 

learn how to be a salesman in the CCTV 
division in Basildon. 

 

This yarn that I am presenting originated 
in Shop 16 while working on the MK IV 
b/w cameras which the company was 
selling like hot cakes in the US.  I asked 
why the drawings we were using for the 
assembly of the cameras were all 
marked “Provisional” when the 
company had been producing them for 
well over a year. I was told that it was 
because of a longstanding agreement 
between MWT and RCA in New York 
(which was the successor Company to 
Marconi's Wireless Telegraph Company 
of America (MWT) in which the two 
companies would share production 
drawings once the product had achieved 
production status.  

So Marconi was playing a game with the 
status of these very popular cameras.  
Many years later when working with 
RCA in London in their Computer 
Division I found out that the English 
Electric computers (System 4) happened 
to be 'instruction compatible' with the 
range of RCA computers. As it happened 
RCA pulled out of the computer business 
altogether within a year of that time 
(around 1972).  

I would be very interested to know if 
there is any truth to these assertions and 
just how MWT of America became RCA. 
Presumably RCA took over the US 
branch of Marconi at some stage, I 
wonder when. 

 

Over the Horizon Radar 
(OTHR) and JORN 
by David Davis 

uring the Falklands War Ken Perry 
had the idea that low flying aircraft 

could be detected using Over The 
Horizon Radar. A Marconi project was 
established at Writtle Road in a 
Portakabin, and a Prototype Radar built 
at a remote location on the east coast.  

There are two  main types of OTHR: 

 Surface Wave which uses the 
salinity of the sea and  

 Sky Wave that uses the Ionosphere 

Ken's system was Surface Wave. In 1985 
following a completion of a contract 
with Lockheed Aircraft, I was invited to 
join Ken Perry and his small team that 
consisted of John Bodonyi, Richard 
Topliss, Ted Pegram, Alan Batchelor, and 
Ian Sturley. 

They had decided to continue with the 
R&D following the end of the war with 
the aim of marketing a completed 
product. The Marconi sales team of 
Mike Smith , Les Pickard and Ted Sissons 
were anxious this should occur. 

The Ministry of Defence took a great 
deal of interest in how we were 
progressing and there were a number of 
visits between Writtle Road and 
Whitehall. The RAF also made some low-
level sorties using the Nimrod and 
Canberra aircraft, however I must say 
we were not overjoyed at the result.  

Enquiries from India and the Gulf states 
had not proved positive so prior to his 
retirement Ted Sissons went on a tour of 
the Far East that included Australia and 
New Zealand. 

The departments allocated money 
reached a level where staff reduction 

was required and as a consequence I left 
to join Ben Wassel on the Yugoslavian 
project. Then I left  Writtle Road  and 
was out in the field updating the RAF 
radars on UKADGE. 

I returned in 1991 when Marconi had 
secured a Sky Wave contract with 
Australia who decided to cover the vast 
area required and looking into the 
Pacific Ocean with OTHR. It should be 
noted you can place the whole of Europe 
within the borders of Australia. The 
project was named Jindalee Over the 
Horizon Network (JORN). Jindalee is an 
Aboriginal word meaning Bare Bones. 

The project was headed by Colin Mc 
Crea and Terry Soam. Australia had just 
introduced their 1991 Health and Safety 
Act so safety was a high priority and 
Colin asked if I would be the JORN 
Product Safety Engineer. My first task 
was to write a System Safety Plan and I 
am grateful for the help of Brian Burgess 
in providing some of the 
documentation.  

Once the plan was finished, I went to the 
Australian Ministry of Defence in 
Canberra for a meeting. One thing I like 
about the Australians is that they call a 
spade a spade and one fellow at the 
head of the table said we do not want 
any BS in these documents. So how was 
I going to ensure meaningful safety in 
the hundreds of items containing 
thousands of components?   The answer 
to this question is by using Hazard 
Analysis and Risk Assessment.  

JORN was made up of Hardware and 
Software Engineers from Radar, Comms 
and Baddow each responsible for 
specific equipment so they needed to 
identify the hazards and level of risk 
using the criteria I provided them with. 
We were then able to take measures to 
reduce the risk to an acceptable level 
and place into a document entitled 
Hazard Analysis. 

There were also other documents that 
dealt with occupational health issues. 
Prior to the equipment being passed I 
gave a safety presentation to the 
Australian team at Eastwood House. 
There were thirty-six High Power 
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Amplifiers built at New Street headed by 
Stuart that were very large and 
contained many units. The audit was 
completed by a person who had not 
worked on it in case something had been 
overlooked. There were hundreds of 
receivers housed in racks in metal 
containers below ground level and 
Malcolm Mack was responsible for the 
prototype.  

The prototype was above ground in a 
back yard at Marconi Marine. Placing 
the heavy items up and into the hatch 
was no easy feat.  

Apart from the equipment safety, 
consideration had to be given to the 
spiders and snakes. The receiver 
containers and the transmitter cooling 
void were an ideal habitat for these. 
Radon Gas was also a factor. Safety 
required a two man operation, one 
remaining outside. 

A small device used by the Fire Brigade 
was recommended that sounded an 
alarm if a person became horizontal in 
the container. There were red back 
spiders that have a nasty bite. The large 
Orb and the Huntsman which had the 
habit of getting in open windows of cars 
and hiding behind the sun visor and had 
caused accidents by dropping onto a 
person's lap while driving. 

 I have only covered small parts of this 
project that included staff from many 
areas. Part of my brief was Human 
Factors Engineering that has a close link 
to the safety element, due to weight and 
equipment handling and other aspects. 
However that is another story. 

 

Thailand 
by George Maclean sent to David 
Samways 

here were seven B6128 Transmitters 
supplied to Ban Dung, Near Udon 

Thani, where a new Transmitter facility 
had been built, similar to that of 
Morocco (Tangier)! Ban Dung was a two 
hour drive from the nearest, civilised 
living accommodation in Udon. 

Like Morocco (ten B6128's) these 
transmitters were built, here in 
Cincinnati, followed by four for Sri 
Lanka, by Cincinnati Electronics, a sister 
firm of Marconi, both owned by GEC. 

They had to be built here in USA, to get 
the required 'American Content' as 
stated in the contract. 

The transmitters were built from piece 
parts, supplied by Marconi, and were to 
be low power tested, here (CE). 

HF transmitters require special 
manufacturing techniques, within the 
wiring, that does not apply to general 
manufacturing requirements (i.e. large 
loops of unscreened wire were not 
acceptable, as RF pickup was a problem). 
CE were given the services of a 
Production Engineer and works fitters to 
help the Americans build these. 
Unfortunately these fitters and the 
Production Engineer were NOT the ones 
that had worked on these transmitters 
in Chelmsford Bld. 720, with me as 
Engineering Consultant! The trained 
personnel, with me, did not want to 
come to America! 

As a result the transmitters were wired 
and assembled incorrectly.  As I 
discovered when I was sent over here in 
1990 to test the first one for Morocco 
they had to be rewired. 

I had written a low power test 
specification so that the transmitters 
could be tested in Cincinnati in the 
factory, however the testing of the 
transmitters seemed to be a problem as 
well for the Americans, especially that of 
the grid boxes. As a result CE offered me 
a job, as Project Manager, which, after I 
had talked about this with my wife, I 
accepted. I later regretted that decision!  

However, due to CE's problems 
obtaining my visa I did not get over here, 
for good, until April 1991 (April Fool's 
Day as it happened).  A lot of the damage 
had been done by then. Morocco site 
was run by Bob Calver, and he did a good 
job with Marconi fitters and installation 
engineers (Hugh Kendall was one). I was 
over there twice and helped to get the 
transmitters tested. 

Thailand, however, was run with an 
American, in charge, which we shall call 
him 'George'. The Marconi engineers 
and fitters, headed, by the now 
deceased John Holford, faced problems 
with 'George'! It was not a happy site! 

'George' had been appointed by a firm, 
Marconi Communications inc, 
hereinafter referred as MCI , that was 
supposed to be the intermediary, 
between the Customer (VOA), CE, and 
Marconi Chelmsford. This turned out to 
be a disaster. It was headed by a guy that 
we shall call 'Ken' assisted by a guy that 
we shall call 'Randy'. 

Well I had trouble with these two right 
from the start. The grid boxes used a 
fairly expensive FET (Field Effect 
Transistor), and these would sometimes 
fail on test, so I had to order more 
through MCI. However they would not 
supply any, as they said, that I had had 
my quota! They did the same thing to 
site with the vacuum capacitors. This got 
into the 'catch 22' situation, where 
Marconi Chelmsford would not supply 
CE or site with the components, without 
being paid through MCI, and CE would 
not order these as CE would have to pay! 
So I borrowed FETs from Botswana 
transmitters with the result that when 
the last two grid boxes were required to 
be tested and shipped, they went minus 
FETS and therefore, not tested! 

It was MCI that was responsible for the 
fire in Sri Lanka. The capacitors, that 
were used as smoothing, blocking and in 
the modulator filter, were bought to a 
specification written by the, now 
deceased, Bryn Fox, from Chelmsford 
Bld. 46, who was Mr. Power Supply, and 
really knew his stuff.  

These capacitors were manufactured by 
a French firm, Thomson CSF, who along 
with another supplier in Ireland, were 
the only capacitors which met the 
specifications especially on 'test voltage' 
a parameter that is proportional to the 
capacitor life, and, of course, were 
expensive. They were also bought and 
supplied straight to site by MCI.  MCI for 
some reason decided to approach an 
American firm out of Florida, to supply 
these capacitors, at a cheaper price. 
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That is what the fire in Sri Lanka proved 
to be caused by, at least one of the 
modulator capacitors cracking, losing its 
oil, flashed over and started the fire! 
There was a big court case, as a result, 
which, I believe, Marconi won! 

I actually had to attend a deposition, for 
that court. This was held in Pittsburgh 
PA, as I was working for ADC at the time 
(this was around 1998) 'Ken' and 'Randy' 
were eventually fired, from MCI. The 
official explanation was 'sexual 
harassment'. 

I believe that Dick Baker was eventually 
sent out to run, and, later, 'wind up' MCI 
after the last Botswana transmitter and 
grid boxes were shipped (incomplete). 

CE could not offer me a job there, as the 
only other productions there, were 
military, and as I was still, only on a 
'Green Card' and did not have American 
Status. Therefore I was out of a job. 

To this day I do not know how the 
Thailand transmitters got finished as 
when I was out there I found chaos. 
'George' was more interested in his 
crooked dealings and John Holford was 
having trouble with the labour, etc, and 
as a result, an external firm, Transcomm, 
headed by ex Marconi, Rod Williams, 
was appointed.  This caused bad feeling 
with the Marconi team, but I do not 
know much more, as I was recalled from 
site by American Immigration as my 
immigration papers had come through. 

When I was there, we started an 'all 
round' shift system, but that was 
inefficient as, you will remember, the 
site was a two hour drive from Udon. 
This meant for a twelve hour on, twelve 
off, that sixteen hours were taken up by 
traveling and work (This was however 
reduced to fourteen) but people were 
tired out by this, and I remember people 
sleeping on the job. 

The journey was also dangerous in the 
dark, as the roads were prone to animals 
on nocturnal wanderings. Actually one 
guy driving himself swerved to avoid a 
Ŵater Buffalo and had a nasty accident. 
Randy was sent out to try and sort this 
out, but never made it to site, as he was, 

more interested in ‘sorting’ the 
prostitutes, at the local house of ill 
repute! 

I think that it all got sorted out by 
Transcomm, installed Sri Lanka, aided by 
Marconi fitters. 

I turned my attentions to TV 
Transmitters, but that is another story.  

 

The 2025 Annual Reunion 
by Colin Fletcher 

(To Boldly 
Go…) 

 

 

 

 

 

 new day dawns and all hands to the 
deck for the 88th MVA Annual 

Reunion. It’s exciting, it’s a new venue: 
the County Hotel in Chelmsford. 

 

The theme of the Reunion ‘Present and 
Future’ is captured in the 2025 Coaster 
with the Hubble telescope. The Marconi 
legacy companies manufactured sensors 
which were also used to explore the 
Universe. 

Countdown 

ne hour and 30 minutes before the 
Veteranauts are due to arrive and 

Reception is set up adjacent to the 
Ladies restroom. Communications are 
establish by Mark Watson-Lee while 
Brian arranges for the lectern to be 

positioned by the top table. Coasters, 
Menus and AGM paperwork are placed 
at each table setting; the tables are 
identified. The display and raffle tables 
are set up. We are ready to go. 

Members start arriving and are 
presented with a name badge and 
directed to the dining area and/or the 
bar (purely for refreshment). 

As time for the main event draws nearer 
the Committee Members and Guests 
assemble for the traditional photograph 
(see next page). 

Blast off! 

ow the Reunion takes off. With the 
dapper Master of Ceremonies 

Veteran David Frost introducing the top 
table. 

 

Left to Right: Val Cleare, Adam Wood 
(Guest Speaker),.Chris Axcell (2025 
President), Brian Izzard (Chairman) 

Our Patron, Peter Turrall then said grace 
and the lunch took off. 

And now following recent precedent 
Brian serves up an introductory speech 
while members are served the first 
course. 

Although the space was tight the 
courses were served smoothly and 
without incident. 

The Veteranauts! 

t was an extremely well attended 
event, a full house one might say. 

Many familiar faces were present, as can 
be seen from the following selection of 
photographs. 
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The Search for Engineering Life 

s a break from tradition the 
Chairman proposed the loyal toast. 

The Vice-Chairman, Eric Peachey, was 
unable to attend. 

 

Just one of the many enjoyable toasts 

Following a short break Veteran Val 
Cleare relayed news of Absent Friends; 
those unable to attend and those who 
had died. 

 

Val Cleare 

This is always a bitter-sweet moment, 
which reminds all of us of our own 
mortality. 

However, the gravity was soon lifted as 
the speeches began. 

Brian introduced Chris Axcell and invited 
him to join the Veterans with all the 
associated benefits. 

A 

Left to Right: Back Row: 
Barry Powell, Chris Axcell (2025 President), Mark Watson-Lee (Newsletter 
editor), Gillian Drake, David Roscoe, Chris Gardiner, David Frost (Hon. 
Treasurer), Adam Wood (Guest Speaker). 

Left to Right: Seated : 
Claire Lucas, Colin Fletcher (Secretary), Peter Turrall (Patron),  
Brian Izzard (Chairman), Val Cleare, Christine Powell (Member). 
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Chris Axcell 

Chris’s speech was well received. He 
covered his early career with the 
Basildon company and his involvement 
with a range of impressive 
developments. His speech was 
punctuated with many a humorous 
comment, which quickly established a 
rapport with the audience. 

The developments being pursued at the 
Basildon site range from Cyber security, 
protection from modern weaponry such 
as drones and hand held missile 
launchers, with seconds to react. Also 
traditional weaponry such as Hostile 
Artillery. In addition AI is being 
incorporated in order to provide correct 
identification: is it a drone or a bird, or a 
new weapon. The latter is important to 
avoid moral barriers e.g. The Geneva 
Convention and Rules of Engagement. 

Finally Chris mentioned the lack of 
young people entering engineering and 
the importance of STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Mathematics), 
which led on nicely to Adams speech. 

 

Adam Wood 

Adam talked about STEM. 

With education struggling due to 
financial problems the effects on the 
engineers of tomorrow is not a good 
prospect. However the outlook in 
Chelmsford is positive. The summer 
festival every year attracts up to 2,500 
people and provides an inspiration to 
the next generation. 

The search for Engineers continues….. 

Touchdown 

ith the conclusion of the speeches 
the Reunion launched into the 

AGM. Once again this was held in record 
time. So I imagine the Committee gets 
some things right. 

Back on Earth 

s usual the final excitement to the 
proceedings was of course the 

raffle, for which we have to thank Claire 
for providing the tickets and envelopes 
and doing the hard graft, to Mark for 
drawing the winning tickets and to the 
Committee members who provide the 
prizes. 

Next Mission 

he 2026 Reunion will be held on 
Saturday the 18th April at the County 

Hotel. As always I look forward to seeing 
many of you there. 

Photographs courtesy of Graham 
Chorley. More photographs can be 
found on the MVA website at: 

https://marconi-
veterans.org/index.php/events/216-
2025-reunion-photographs 

 

Farnbourgh Air Show Days 

by John Brown OBE 

evised by the Society of British 
Aircraft Constructors (SBAC), it held 

its first Air Show in 1932 at Hendon 
Aerodrome. The event was moved to 
the De Havilland works at Hatfield in 
1936; in the following year 1937, it was 
held over two days and featured both 

static and flying demonstrations. This 
was the last to be held before the 
Second World War.  

A much larger aircraft industry resulted 
from the War, and the SBAC Air Show 
and Exhibition resumed in 1946 - held at 
the Handley Page works at Radlett- and 
again the following year. 1948 marked a 
significant step: the SBAC Air Show and 
Exhibition moved to the Royal Aircraft 
Establishment (RAE) at Farnborough, 
Hampshire; furthermore, there were 
now Trade and Technician days and, for 
the first time, the Public was admitted 
on both days of the weekend.  

The Air Show and extensive Exhibition 
Hall attracted military and civilian 
customers from all over the world; it was 
the ultimate 'Shop Window' of the 
aviation industry and was held annually 
for a week in September. It was 
immensely important as foreign 
government officials had the 
opportunity of being able to meet and 
discuss with the individual exhibiters 
and company executives, their current 
requirements and solutions offered. 
Furthermore, most of the larger 
companies had entertainment chalets 
where confidential discussions could be 
continued and held in a social setting. Of 
crucial importance to the Industry was 
the potential for winning export sales.  

The SBAC Farnborough Air Show had 
always held a special magic and 
excitement for me. I had done my five-
year indentured apprenticeship with 
EKCO at Southend, and every year we 
were taken on conducted visits to 
Farnborough for us to see the latest 
developments in aircraft (some of which 
incorporated the EKCO cloud-warning 
and weather radars), and competing 
ranges of air traffic control (ATC) 
equipments by other companies. The 
Company's Anson trials aircraft was 
based at Southend Airport, where on 
some occasions I used to see, and 
occasionally talk with, the charismatic 
Freddie Laker whose airline's Air 
Charter(London)Ltd, Channel Air Bridge, 
and Aviation Traders (Engineering) Ltd 
were based. 

 

W 

A 

T 

D 



 

 
Page 13 of 14 

Number 28 

January 2026 

MWT's Participation at the SBAC 
Shows  

MWT's Aeronautical activities had of 
course been closely involved with the 
Aircraft Industry since its earliest days, 
and continued to do so. Post the Second 
World War and MWT's heavy 
investment in military and civil radar and 
the establishment of Radar Division, the 
Farnborough Airshow and Exhibition 
became a key event in the Company's 
annual exhibition programme.  

John Pool was Marconi's Exhibition 
Manager. Early each year he would 
convene a meeting with those Product 
Divisions (principally Radar and 
Aeronautical) who intended to display at 
Farnborough, and what was likely to be 
included, so that he could book the 
correct amount of space within the 
Exhibition Hall for the Stand. In later 
years, Radar Division exhibited complete 
radar equipments and radar display 
cabins; these were displayed on a 
terrace area close to the Exhibition Hall.  

 
Marconi Stand at 1961 Farnborough Air 
Show  - In forefront John M. Brown, 
Radar Division, System Engineer. 

Each year, the design of the stand was 
different. In 1960 for instance, I recall his 
design team and the carpenters 
faithfully reproduced Southend Airport's 
ATC Tower Room and its outlook, as 
viewed by the Controllers. Marconi 
Bright PPI Displays, CRDF, and related 
equipments were featured; it certainly 
attracted the attention of the passing 
visitors - because of its realism — and it 
drew them on to the stand in 
considerable numbers.  

The key Marconi person for the entire 
week (and he did so superbly for many 
years) was 'Mr Farnborough' - Les King 
(Leslie William Henry King). Formerly an 

RAF Fighter Controller, he joined Radar 
Division Civil Sales in 1959. He was the 
perfect choice to fulfil the exacting role 
as the Farnborough Co-ordinator. He 
had a great personality and was totally 
unflappable: it was a busy job. For much 
of each day he operated within the large 
Reception Chalet, welcoming and 
conversing with that days' official 
guests, and ensuring that they were 
being met and entertained by the 
designated member of staff. Lunch-time 
was the peak period, when Les used his 
diplomatic skills to ensure that everyone 
- who was expected - had a host and a 
place to sit. Les would later have a short 
respite when he could sit down to eat, 
before the Flying Programme 
commenced at two o'clock in the 
afternoon — and with the weather 
permitting - the Chalet awning would be 
rolled back above the seating area to get 
the best view. Many of the lunch visitors 
would remain to watch the flying 
display, and later enjoy afternoon tea 
before departing. Outside of his Marconi 
responsibilities, in 1972 Les was elected 
to serve as the Mayor of Chelmsford.  

Forward to 1961: I was now with MWT 
employed as a systems engineer in 
Radar Division. I had been told that I 
would be spending two days at the 
Farnborough Air Show on the Marconi 
Radar Division stand as a member of the 
sales/systems team. I was over the 
moon! The Company booked rooms at 
the Sunningdale Hotel, built close to the 
rail level crossing (sadly, the hotel was 
demolished in the 1970's). Farnborough 
was held at my favourite time of the 
year; the car journey down — after 
leaving Staines — was through wooded 
countryside looking at its best in the 
autumn colours and the early morning 
sunlight, enhanced by dew.  

I arrived at the Hotel in time for 
breakfast, presided over by Les King, the 
genial host and co-ordinator for 
Marconi's. Breakfast set the tone for the 
day, and we would then drive to the 
exhibition by 09.30 a.m to be ready for 
the opening time at 10 a.m. You never 
knew who was going to cross the 
concourse on to the stand; and as the 
morning went on the questions could 

come quick and fast. We had been pre-
briefed on those visitors who were to be 
hosted and by whom; however, one had 
to be alert to the potentially important 
visitor who walked on to the stand, and 
turned out to be an official from a major 
authority wanting to do business.  

The commencement of the daily flying 
programme at 2 p.m could not be 
mistaken: the Vulcan Bomber lined up 
on the runway, the pilot opened up the 
throttles controlling the four Olympus 
engines and after a few yards, had 
rotated the aircraft into a vertical climb 
and just kept going up. It never failed to 
impress everyone. With visitors 
occupied with the flying display one 
could - for a short time - sit on the 
hillside to watch it too. What an 
animated sight, looking down on the 
rows of blue and white chalets, the 
crowds lining the safety barriers, and the 
famous black sheds beyond. Then after 
the exhibition had closed at 6 p.m, we 
would return to the Sunningdale Hotel 
for dinner and a much needed rest, in 
preparation for the following day.  

Sunningdale Hotel, Berkshire – ‘Marconi 
Base’ 

For the following year 1962, slightly 
relaxed aircraft entry rules were 
introduced which up to that time had 
been an all-British requirement; it now 
permitted the display of foreign aircraft 
using British engines. lt was also the last 
of the annual shows — the next would 
be 1964 —and henceforth held 
biennially. !968 - European 
manufacturers were invited to display — 
extended in 1974 to International 
manufacturers to participate. Since 
1964, Farnborough has alternated with 
the Paris Air Show; furthermore, in the 
same year, the SBAC title was adjusted 
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to read the Society of British Aerospace 
Companies.  

I still recall with much fondness my first 
MWT stand duty of 1961.  

 

 

The First Drone ? 

by Mel Bennett 

uring the 1970’s the British Army 
were seeking to gather information 

on the deployment of assets by forces 
which may not have the same objectives 
as the free world. These instigated 
thoughts for a small unmanned air 
vehicle which would be difficult to 
detect when deployed over red force 
areas. 

Westland Helicopters had developed for 
a small rotary airframe called WISP 
capable of carrying a limited payload. 
The Marconi Electro-Optics team at 
Basildon had also developed a sensor 
and radio link payload small enough to 
be carried by the Westland aircraft. 

 WISP 

Test flights took place over Boscombe 
Downs to demonstrate what was 
possible, this in turn resulted in the 
MOD seeking a more capable system 
which was the forerunner to the current 
day drones. 

As can be seen from the pictures this 
more capable drone comprised of barrel 
shaped sensor pack with a single rotary 
helicopter power plant. Perhaps it was a 
combination of the fact the Marconi 
team leader was Mel Bennett and 
before and after discussions on the 
system trials at a local inn close to the 
trials area, the system was christened 
The Bennett Beer Barrel. 

Ultimately this development resulted in 
the first unmanned surveillance system 
for the MOD, and is the forefather for 
modern day drone 

 

 

 

 

Obituary: Derek Goodman 

by Christine Buckberry 

erek Peter Goodman has sadly 
passed away on the 25th October 

2025 at the age of 93.  
Both dad & daughter (Christine 
Buckberry) had the pleasure of 
attending the 2025 Marconi Veteran's 
Association Dinner.  He always looked 
forward to attending this event for quite 
a number of years & so did I. We found 
the Dinners enjoyable & the speakers 
very informative too.  I will hopefully be 
able to attend many more of the 
Marconi Veteran's Association as an 
associate member. I talked with one lady 
who was an associate member & she 
enjoyed the gathering each year.  
 
I will continue to support the Marconi 
Veteran's Association for a long 
time.  One of my uncles attends too - 
Frank Savill, who worked at Marconi 
Radar ( I believe), so I'll have to keep an 
eye on him. 
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In Memoriam 

We extend our sympathy to the families of those who have died. For an up to date list please refer to our web site:- 
https://www.marconi-veterans.org    Menu > Membership > In-Memoriam 
Notified to our Secretary from Nov 2024 – Dec 2025:- 

Mr. BK Ady, Mr ME Bundy, Mr. IK Butt, Mr. PD Carter, Mr. LG Clarke, Mr. G Evans, Mr. D Field, Mr. E Francis,  
Mr. D Gager, Mr. M Gibson, Mr DP Goodman, Mr. JM Hazell, Mr. RF Hensby, Mr. E Hoare, Mr. JP Hobart,  
Mr. RE Holland, Mr. RE Manville, Miss CAB Marshall, Mr. PR Marshall, Mr. RJ Masters, Mr. RA Nice, Mr. CH Page,  
Mr. BH Saunders, Mr. M Shreeve, Mr. RAC Sweny, Mr. GR Wakefield, Mr. DK Walters, Mr. FD Warner,  
Mr. JM Williams 


